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School context 

Bickleigh-on-Exe is smaller than the average size primary school with 136 children on roll. The 

school is set in a rural location. Children are from a range of socio-economic backgrounds. 

The majority of children come from a white British heritage. The proportion of children with 

learning difficulties and/or disabilities is below the national average as is the number entitled to 

receive the pupil premium. Attendance is in line with national expectations.  The school 

converted to academy status in January 2012. It was deemed to require improvement by 

Ofsted in November 2014. The school joined a local sponsored academy chain in September 

2015 and is led by an executive headteacher. Day to day leadership is the responsibility of the 

head of school. 

 

The distinctiveness and effectiveness of Bickleigh-on-Exe as a Church of England 

school are good 

 Children speak with confidence and maturity about issues of belief in a learning 
environment that encourages exploration of faith. 

 Acts of worship have a significant impact on the lives of children and adults in the 

school community. 

 Schools leaders are committed to the continual development of the school’s distinctive 
Christian ethos and have ensured that it has improved since the previous inspection. 

Areas to improve 

 Develop greater consistency in the quality of opportunities for children to explore 

their spiritual awareness across all areas of the curriculum. 

 Improve the quality of questioning throughout the school to encourage children to 
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have a greater understanding of Christian values and acquire the language to express 

their thoughts at a deeper level. 

 Develop the skills of the ethos group so that they more effectively monitor and 

evaluate the impact of the Christian ethos on the learning and personal development of 

children. 

The school, through its distinctive Christian character, is good at meeting the 

needs of all learners 

The school’s Christian character is good at supporting the children’s personal development 

through learning goals which are securely underpinned by Christian principles. These learning 

goals are the basis for the school’s approach to rewards and behaviour through the golden 

rules and are overtly promoted through religious education (RE) and the children’s social, 

moral, spiritual and cultural (SMSC) development. There is a growing appreciation of how 

explicit links between learning goals and the Christian ethos are making an impact on the 

children’s academic progress and contributing to the improvement in standards which current 
data suggest is broadly in line with national expectations by the end of Year 6. For example, at 

its best children can explain how ‘communication’ helps in their learning and their personal 

development and are able to link it to Bible teaching. Opportunities for children to develop a 

spiritual awareness are not always identified in lessons and therefore they are not explored in 

depth. Religious education makes a good contribution to the children’s spiritual development 

but even so opportunities to explore abstract concepts in depth are sometimes missed 

because questioning doesn’t sufficiently challenge the potential for children to think in greater 

depth. However, RE is a vibrant subject and well taught and children respond well to it. 

Relationships throughout the school are based on values such as respect, thoughtfulness and 

cooperation and help children to understand the difference between right and wrong. Through 

the good opportunities provided in RE and personal and social education, children are 

developing their understanding of the diversity of cultures and faiths of modern British society. 

Links with a school in Africa and the children’s support for national and worldwide charities is 

also helping them to have a greater awareness of global diversity. 

The impact of collective worship on the school community is outstanding 

Collective worship is outstanding because it offers experiences that make a profound impact 

on the lives of both children and adults in the school community. This is evident in the many 

stories that children and adults tell about how worship in the school has affected them and 

their families. Central to this is the place of prayer. Children have a very mature understanding 

of the purpose of prayer and how it can help someone and bring comfort in times of trouble. 

They understand that prayer in the life of the school is a reflection of the church school status 

and are familiar with a range of different types of prayers. Provision for collective worship has 

improved since January 2015 with a revised approach to planning which places greater 

emphasis on Bible stories and stronger links between them and the school’s learning goals. 

This has made an impact on the clarity with which the whole school community articulates an 

explicit Christian ethos by giving it greater purpose. Children make an impressive contribution 

to the delivery of collective worship. They are regularly involved in its planning and are very 

creative in how they interpret themes linked to specific values and areas of their learning. 

Attitudes towards worship are very positive. Children are eager to participate and respond 

with appropriate reverence to the opportunities to reflect and pray and sing with enthusiasm. 

Children are developing their understanding of the nature of the Trinity and speak confidently 

about their opinions. Younger children speak of God as Father and His Son Jesus who are 

‘both in Heaven but with us on Earth as well’. Older children express their thoughts about the 

Holy Spirit saying that it is ‘in us and around us’ but that ‘it depends on what you believe’ and 

could be the ‘part of us that makes us want to be good’.  Children have a good understanding 

of the major festivals in the Anglican year and talk of the celebration of them in the church as 

an integral part of the life of the school. Some feedback from children has been gathered and 

there has been some monitoring of worship. A more effective system of monitoring has not 

yet been established by the ethos group. 
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The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the school as a church 

school is good 

The impact of the distinctive Christian ethos has improved since the school converted to 

academy status in 2012. The school has worked hard since January 2015 to develop its 

Christian character by giving it more transparency and sense of purpose for both children and 

adults in the school community. This greater clarity to the ethos has enabled leaders and 

managers to more accurately identify priorities to develop as a church school. The head of 

school, supported by the RE leader and governors, has a good understanding of these 

priorities and, working together, there is a good capacity to continue to improve the impact of 

the Christian distinctiveness. The recent establishment of an ethos group is a reflection of the 

commitment to ensure that strategic procedures that monitor the impact of the ethos are in 

place. The effectiveness of this group is still at an early stage, having met only a few times, but 

they do have a clear grasp of the skills they need to acquire to enable them to evaluate impact. 

Leaders and managers have established robust school improvement procedures that are 

successfully improving the academic progress of all groups of children. The recent move to join 

a local sponsored academy chain is an example of the commitment of governors, and the 

diocese, to put the best needs of children at the heart of the decisions they make. The RE 

leader makes an important contribution to the promotion of the Christian character by 

ensuring that her subject has a high priority as part of the whole curriculum and that it 

supports the Christian values and contributes to the development of the children’s personal 
and social education. She has a very clear understanding of how RE can develop this 

contribution particularly with regard to the children’s spiritual development. The school has 

close links with the local church. The vicar, and his clergy, are an integral part of the school 

community and support the school through acts of worship and pastorally. Parents appreciate 

that the school encourages their children to ‘find their own journey of faith’ by promoting 

questioning and exploration of Christianity and other world religions. They say that developing 

an understanding of the diversity of religious beliefs is a particularly important part of their 

children’s education. The school meets the statutory requirements for RE and collective 

worship. 
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