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Collective Worship Policy 
 

 
The word 'worship' has at least three distinct meanings: 

 

 the act of paying divine honour to God 
 

 an act or feeling of adoration or loving admiration, devotion or 
submissive respect with reverence 

 

 concerns, concepts, principles, conduct worthy of celebration as 
examples of the highest achievements of the human spirit. 

 
Collective Worship will provide opportunities for all of these 
 
OUR FOUNDATION 

 
As a Church of England school our worship is conducted to the terms of the 
trust deed which states 'a school was set up in 1841 for the education of 
children from the labouring and other poorer classes. The schooling was to be 
conducted upon the principles of the National Society and was to be under 
the management and control of the rector and churchwardens'. 
 
The National Society 'Terms of Union' state 'The daily act of collective worship 
required by law in the school shall be consistent with the faith and practice of 
the Church of England' and 'Use should be made, within the provisions of the 
Education Acts for the time being in force, of the Parish Church or other 
Church of England place of worship, both for occasional acts of collective 
worship and for religious education. 
 
Legal Requirements 
 
The Education Reform Act (1988) requires schools to provide a daily act of 
collective worship for all registered pupils. 
 
It is the duty of the governors to arrange for acts of worship to take place 
following consultation with the Headteacher. It is the Headteacher's 
responsibility to secure that provision, and ensure that they take place even if, 
on grounds of conscience, they absent themselves. 
 
It is expected that all parents selecting this school will allow their children to 
attend our times of worship.  However we respect the fact that pupils will be 
present from families with different faith stances.  We also respect the parents 
right to withdraw their children from acts of worship, if they so desire. 
Teachers, including headteachers, have the same right of withdrawal. 

 



 
At Bickleigh school collective worship must be "wholly Christian" broadly 
reflecting the faith and practice of the Church of England.  It will also 
introduce children to the faith and practices of Christians from the wider 
community we serve. 
 
In providing acts of collective worship the ages, aptitudes and family 
backgrounds of the children should be taken into account. 
 
Worship should reflect and complement the ethos of the school.  
 
The school aims to: 
 

 reflect, express, affirm or challenge commonly accepted personal and 
social values and 

 

 provide experiences so that those with a commitment to a religious life 
may worship adequately without violating the integrity of those without a 
religious commitment and 

 

 provide experiences for those not committed to religious beliefs without 
violating the integrity of those who have religious beliefs 

 
Collective Worship will sensitively try to evoke those senses and feelings from 
which it might be said that worship most naturally arises: 
 

 sense of beauty 

 sense of wonder and awe 

 feeling of pride 

 sense of compassion 

 sense of smallness in the face of greatness 

 sense of grandness in the face of smallness 

 feeling of shared sadness 

 sense of shared loss 

 sense of peace 

 sense of thankfulness 

 sense of stillness in the midst of a busy existence 
 
Good Practice 
 
To be effective acts of collective worship will: 

 

 be conducted within an educational context 
 

 exploit the excellent cross-curricular opportunities provided 
 

 recognise the wide variety of backgrounds from which pupils come 
 

 be inclusive i.e. allow people of different (or of no) religious beliefs to be 
included 

 



 involve active participation of pupils and other members of the school 
community 

 

 be part of a programme which has allowed for appropriate planning time 
 

 take place, whenever possible, in an inspiring atmosphere 
 

 employ a variety of methods of delivery and media 
 

 include visiting speakers and groups.  It should be emphasised however 
that all who lead worship should have the opportunity to read the school's 
policy and are fully briefed by the co-ordinator for, or teacher responsible 
for, the act of worship. 

 
 
Acts of collective worship should be seen as part of the whole school 
curriculum and not the sole responsibility of any one area. 
 
They should be conducted within an educational context.  It therefore follows 
that attempts to persuade the participants to adopt a particular religious belief 
are inappropriate.  
 
Review 
 
This policy will be reviewed three yearly in line with the school’s policy review 
programme.  The subject leader is responsible for reporting to the governors’ 
curriculum committee about the quality of its implementation and its impact on 
standards.  In the light of this, policy amendments may be made. 
 


