
Appendix 1 – Questions for Bickleigh-on-Exe CE Primary School – 16th May 2017 
 
Head of School Report 
 
Q. Two pupils are identified in the SEND report with over 1% unauthorised absences.  Is this 

something to be concerned about and are there similar issues in the non SEND pupils.  What (if 
any) action is being taken to identify any problems? 

 
 Compared to non-SEND pupils and other pupils nationally, 1% unauthorised absence for SEND pupils 

is very low.  Head of School and School Administrator has regular meetings with the EWO regarding 
attendance, there is a clear system for notifying parents if their child’s attendance becomes an issue 
and a clear threshold for sanctioning unauthorised absence. 

 
 The school currently has more unauthorised attendance compared to previous years as the school 

has applied its policy more rigorously than in previous years. 
 
Q. Your report tells us the school has sustained its position in all areas reported, does this mean that 

after a period of rapid improvement across the board we are consolidating the improvements 
already made or are we taking our foot off the pedal a little? 

 
 The school has made rapid improvement and has the capacity to do so in the future.  During the past 

term members of staff have made further improvements to teaching.  At this stage, I do not feel 
confident that these are fully embedded to improve the self-assessment grades. 

 
Q. If the new teachers are growing from strength to strength, why has there been o improvement in 

the Teaching, Learning and Assessment scoring?  Does this indicate that they are improving and 
other staff may be heading in the other direction?  

 
 Triangulation of outcomes suggest that new teachers are growing from strength to strength.  Other 

staff have either sustained teaching, learning and assessment or have made incremental 
improvements.  At this stage, I do not feel confident that these are fully embedded to improve the 
self-assessment grades. 


