
Appendix 1 – Questions for Bickleigh-on-Exe CE Primary School – 7th February 2017 
 
Head of School Report 
 
Q. 50% of pupils in Year 1 are below Age Related Expectations (ARE) yet none of them have special 

educational needs.  Are steps being taken to address this? 
 
 This relates to four children.  All have been identified by the class teacher as needing additional emotional 

support or specific intervention.  This is in place and children are responding well.  It is likely that 2 out of the 
4 children will be identified as having special educational needs in the future.  2 of these 4 children have just 
joined the school. 

 
Q. What are the reasons behind the phonic data dipping this year? 

Two out of the last three years, Year 1 phonics has been above national average.  The 2015/16 
cohort dipped below the national average. The average mark for all pupils was 1 mark below 
national average.  8 out of the 28 pupils had special educational needs. 95% of the 20 pupils who 
did not have special educational needs passed the test – compared to 86% nationally. This group 
also scored a higher average mark compared to the national average.   1 out of the 6 special 
educational needs support group passed - resulting in a 17% pass rate - compared to 46% 
nationally.  Two children were dis-applied from the test and have full time statements in place.  

Q. Are there comparative figures to show how pupils of the same year group but in different classes are 
achieving ARE?    

 
 Where a cohort is spread across two classes, the attainment of children in the higher class will normally be 

greater than children in the lower class – this is one of the areas that is used to decide how to split different 
year groups.  HoS will identify the in-year progress of split year groups at and present at the next meeting. 

 
Q:  My question relates to the Management Accounts Report and the notes at point 3 - the school should give 

consideration to spending the surplus.  My understanding was that this income was protected for the after 
school club?  We have had times in recent years when the club has not been so well attended and may not 
have been able to continue for financial reasons.  Given how reliant parents are on the after school club, 
including myself, I would have concerns with a spending of the surplus if this meant that there was little in 
reserve to sustain the service should it become less well attended.  In the event it is proposed that this 
surplus is spent I would also like to understand what it is proposed to be spent on. 

There are no plans to spend all of the income from the Breakfast and After School Club. A sufficient 
reserve will be ring fenced to ensure that the BASC will continue to support families during less 
financially viable periods. 

Surplus funds will be allocated to resources / projects that are used by BASC. Other projects will be 
considered where the BASC and School share resources / facilities. 

Q. Looking at the whole school figures in the Teacher assessments, boys lag behind girls in all three subjects.  
Reading below ARE boys = 37%, girls = 13%.  Writing below ARE boys = 49%, girls = 20%.  Mathematics 
below ARE boys = 35%, girls = 17%.  What steps are being taken to address this inequality? 

 This was identified at the standards meeting in December.  Unit leaders will be carrying out pupil 
conferencing and a work scrutiny of boys during Spring 2 to assess the extent of the problem.  The 
percentage of Special Educational Needs is higher in boys.  The school will look to put a context section in 
the SEF.  Steve Bosley will report back to governors after the problem has been assessed.  

 


